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NEIGHBORS

Adrian Aucoin, Hazel Barr, Representative 
Judy Biggert, Dean Buntrock, Toby Hall, 
Bobby Jenks, Rob Johnson, Michael Nylander, 
Dick Portillo, Philip Rooney, Jeff Sluman, 
Steve Smith, Rob Stafford, Jim Thome, and 
Dan K. Webb.

BEST ADDRESSES

Anything Southeast
The southeast quadrant of this burb, where First 
and Sixth Streets retain their original and pic-
turesque brick paving, has always been its most 
prestigious. No wonder Waste Management 
cofounder Dean Buntrock chose this part of town 
to build his luxe manse about 15 years ago. The 
English manor-style pad at 300 East Eighth Street, 
described as a “20,000-square-foot masterpiece” 
in the listing, is now for sale at $12,800,000. 

The Woodlands
This little enclave at the southeastern tip of 
the village was annexed in 1917, 44 years after 
Hinsdale was incorporated. That makes it part 
of Southeast, but nothing can make it part of 
DuPage County; it sits squarely within Cook 
County’s borders and sports a more rural 
demeanor thanks to its larger lots, winding 
roads, and masses of trees.  

Tale of Two Colonials
When Hinsdale was founded in 1873, almost half  
its residents hailed from the northeastern US, which 
explains why its early leaders encouraged develop-
ment in the Georgian style of Colonial architecture. 
The aesthetic never went out of style, as evidenced 
by two prime pieces of property currently on the 
market. The first, at 419 South Oak Street, is a 

7,500-square-foot home originally built for the vil-
lage president in 1912 (asking price: $3,975,000). 
The second, at 820 South Park, was completed in 
2003 and replaced a smaller Georgian home torn 
down on the lot (asking price: $5,900,000). 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Development Downs
Until this fall, five major real estate developments 
were pending. Though a staggering economy 
has now put the kibosh on four of them—only 
the Garfield, a mixed-use development at the 
southwest corner of Garfield and First Streets, 
is proceeding—the truth of the matter is that 
Hinsdale truly is development-adverse. 

What Recession?
Despite the economic doom and gloom, resi-
dential real estate is still booming in Hinsdale. 
“In 2008 we sold more upper-bracket homes 
than ever before in the history of this town,” says 
Coldwell Banker realtor Dawn Mckenna. 

BIG-TICKET BROKERS 
Karen Brown, Adams & Myers Realtors

(630-640-1257; adamsandmyers.com)

Dawn Mckenna, Coldwell Banker Previews
(630-546-3763; coldwellbankerpreviews.com)

Joanne McCafferty, Brush Hill Realtors
(630-769-6879; brushhill.com)

CUSTOM BUILDERS OF CHOICE

Architects and interior designers often take a 
backseat to custom builders in this teardown-mad 
town, where they build like crazy on spec. Some 
of the big names bandied about are Northridge 

Builders Inc., J.P. McMahon Builders, A.W. 

Wendell & Sons, and Barrett Brothers.

Unzipped

Hinsdale—rolling, wooded, 
and quaint—tries so hard 
to stay that way that one 

prominent Chicago architect 
calls it the “Stepford suburb.” 

Geographic isolation, owing to 
hard-to-cross thoroughfares 

on all four sides (Ogden 
Avenue on the north, 55th 
Street to the south, I-294 
to the east, and Route 83 

to the west), helps. But up 
until the current economic 

downturn, Hinsdale’s 30 
percent teardown rate led to 
a lot of architecturally ersatz 

McMansions. by lisa skolnik

60521

q

Hinsdale Memorial building 
and Public Library.

Bobby Jenks.

820 South Park.

Judy Biggert.

Adrian Aucoin.
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HANGOUTS

Pages Restaurant 
(26 1/2 East Hinsdale Avenue, 630-323-9058) 
Locals head here for yummy breakfasts.

Zingelman’s 
(13 West First Street, 630-323-5870) 
This is the spot for Chicago-style hot dogs.

Embrace 
(29 East First Street, 630-325-1996) 
The bistro here is perfect for drinks, a snack, 
or both.

Pitchin Kitchen 
(Pierce Park) 

Try the park-house-style stand during baseball 
season for a walking taco.

PERKS

● CLOSE QUARTERS The term describes 
Hinsdale’s geographic assets and works on two 
levels. For starters, the village is a quick 22-minute 
commute from the city on the Metra and an easy 
run to Midway and O’Hare, thanks to I-294. But 
on a more subtle level, it defines the town’s layout, 
which is divided into four quadrants with historic 
Downtown smack in its middle. 
● NO LIGHTS Stoplights, that is, anywhere in 
town, which adds charm to the ritzy shopping 
district and gives bicyclists a charge, but makes 
it really tricky to negotiate some of the busier 
intersections at night. 
● COMMUNITY LIFE IS GOOD  Families 

and culture vultures can join the nonprofit 
Community House (family memberships are a 
mere $120; thecommunityhouse.org) for concerts, 
plays, day camp, art classes, and more. The city 
sponsors many holiday activities, but those in 
the know take their kids to White Sox slugger 
Jim Thome’s house on Halloween for an auto-
graph along with their treats. 
● SCHOOL DAZE The schools are great, but 
with 22 National Merit semifinalists at Hinsdale 
Central in 2008, and only four at Hinsdale 
South, clearly the former is the place to be. 
Currently, educational discord is deeper than 
residents would like to admit. Superintendent 
Mary Curley, whose salary of $385,379 was the 
highest draw in the state, retired at the end of the 
2006–2007 school year, and her replacement 
barely made it through the last school year. An 
interim superintendent is now in place.

DE BIE 
Fixe Self 
Center This 
brand-new place 
offers an integrative 
wellness program, 
a full spa, yoga, 
acupuncture, chiro-
practic services, and 
more, all in a very 
luxe setting. I love 
their exclusive skin-
care line, Umo, and 
can’t live without 
their Drench Hydrating Cream. 18 West First 
Street, 630-734-3493; fi xeselfcenter.com.

Hinsdale Fruit Store When I visit 
friends and family, I love to stop here 
for hard-to-fi nd organic food items. 26 
West First Street, 630-655-1893. 

WHEALY
Hinsdale Clothiers When I’ve eaten too 
much chocolate (I have more than a sweet 
tooth, I have sweet teeth!), and my pants 
don’t fi t anymore, I get them altered at this 
great men’s clothing shop. They can make 
anyone look good! 777 North York Road, 
630-323-1858; hinsdaleclothiers.com.

lx.tv cohosts connie de 
bie and blake whealy 
share their favorite 
spots in hinsdale.
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Embrace.

Blake Whealy and 
Connie De Bie.
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